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The city of Surigao, abuzz with
activity, encompassed by a pristine
seascape and majestic mountains
that dominated the surrounding
landscape. Individuals scuttled
along the lovely city routes that
were packed with history long lain,
each of them boring different
stories to showcase and impart
unto the next generation. However,
all of this changed with typhoon Rai,
locally known as Odette
devastatingly hit the islands of
Mindanao and Visayas.
As the news of Typhoon Rai's
approach began to spread, it
became clear that the community
was about to endure a significant
test of its preparedness and ability
to come together in times of crisis.

The year 2021 brought with it a
powerful reminder of the
uncontrollable forces of nature as
Typhoon Rai swept through the
region, leaving a trail of destruction
and disruption in its wake. 

As the news of Typhoon Rai's
approach began to spread, it
became clear that the community
was about to endure a significant
test of its preparedness and ability
to come together in times of crisis.
The Rotary Club of Central Surigao,
an organization deeply rooted in
service and community support,
was uniquely positioned to play a
pivotal role in the aftermath of the
storm. The immediate aftermath of
Typhoon Rai was a whirl-wind of
emergency meetings, coordination
efforts, and relief initiatives. The
Rotary Club of Central Surigao, in
partnership with local authorities
and other NGOs, quickly mobilized
to provide essential supplies, clean
water, and temporary shelter to
those affected by the disaster.

Typhoon Rai underscored
the remarkable resilience

The Rotary Club of Central
Surigao, together with the other
RC and RAC ,became a central hub
for individuals, businesses, and
organizations to pool their
resources and work together in
delivering aid where it was most
needed. It became evident that a
united front can weather even the
most formidable storms. The
Rotary Club of Central Surigao an
organization deeply rooted in
service and community support,
was uniquely positioned to play a
pivotal role in the aftermath of the
storm. Witnessing the selflessness
and dedication of their members
and volunteers reinforced the idea
that true leadership shines
brightest in times of adversity.

Typhoon Rai brought out the
incredible resilience. when a
community unites for a common
cause



The turn over of the repaired
classroom at Sabang Elem School,
Brgy. Sabang, Surigao City

In the wake of the catastrophic Typhoon Rai, a
symbol of hope emerged as the Rotary Club of
Central Surigao spearheaded the momentous
turnover of a restored classroom at Sabang
Elementary School in Brgy. Sabang, Surigao City.
This event marked not only the physical
resurgence of a vital educational space but also
highlighted the commitment of the Rotary Club
to uplift communities in times of adversity.

The turnover ceremony was a symbol to the
impact of collaboration. Representatives from
the Rotary Club of Central Surigao, local
government officials, school administrators, and
members of the community congregated to
witness the unveiling of the revitalized
classroom. This collective effort underscored the
power of unity, as various stakeholders joined
hands to restore an environment conducive to
learning, growth, and renewal.

the restored classroom represented a
resurgence of hope for the students and
teachers. It echoed the Rotary Club's
dedication to fostering a brighter future
for the young minds of Brgy. Sabang.

face of adversity, the club acted as a guiding light,
demonstrating that the commitment to service
transcends challenges. By spearheading the repairs,
the Rotary Club showcased the true essence of
Rotary's motto, "Service Above Self," and
underscored its dedication to making a tangible
impact on the lives of those affected by the typhoon.

As the doors of the refurbished classroom swung
open, a sense of renewal filled the air. The space,
once marred by the ravages of the typhoon, had
been meticulously transformed into a haven of
learning. Beyond the physical renovations

The initiative of the Rotary Club of Central
Surigao in spearheading this project is a
testament to the organization's core
values of service and community. In the 

The event highlighted the vital role that education
plays in post-disaster recovery. The restored
classroom not only provides a safe and conducive
learning environment but also serves as a testament
to the community's resilience. It sends a powerful
message to the students, showing them that even in
the face of adversity, they have a community that
believes in their potential and is committed to their
education.

The turnover of the repaired classroom at Sabang
Elementary School, Brgy. Sabang, Surigao City,
orchestrated by the Rotary Club of Central Surigao,
was a profound manifestation of resilience, unity, and
community spirit. It showcased the capacity of
service organizations like Rotary to make a lasting
impact on communities during times of distress. As
the doors of the classroom opened once again to
eager students, it symbolized not just a restored
physical space but a renewed sense of hope and
possibility for a brighter future.



From the wake of Typhoon Rai, a chapter unfolded with
the inspection of a meticulously restored passenger
sanitation facility and waiting area at Barangay Taft near
the Nueva basin. The culmination of the unwavering
dedication of the Rotary Club of Central Surigao and the
unbreakable spirit of the community, this inspection
marked not only the revival of a functional space but also
a parola of hope for both local residents and travelers
venturing through the Nueva basin.

The inspection event was a symbol
to the triumph of human
collaboration over the destruction
wrought by nature. Gathered at the
site were representatives from the
Rotary Club, local government
officials, community members, and
stakeholders who, through their
combined efforts, breathed life
back into the facility. Their
presence was a symbol to the
power of unity in the face of
adversity.

As the doors of the newly repaired
passenger sanitation facility and
waiting area swung open, a
renewed sense of vitality
permeated the air. The restored
space was far more than just a
physical structure; it symbolized a
rejuvenation of community life, a
welcoming space for travelers, and
a convergence point for shared
experiences. 

The Rotary Club of Central
Surigao's relentless commitment,
alongside the community's
unwavering support, extended far
beyond the surface-level
renovations. Their endeavor
embodied Rotary's ethos of
service, revealing how service
above self can drive meaningful
change. By investing in the
restoration of this facility, the
Rotary Club exhibited a belief in the
importance of creating safe,
functional spaces that nurture
connections and enhance the
quality of life for all.

The Rotary Club of Central
Surigao's relentless commitment,
alongside the community's
unwavering support, extended far
beyond the surface-level
renovations. Their endeavor
embodied Rotary's ethos of
service, revealing how service 

above self can drive
meaningful change. By
investing in the restoration
of this facility, the Rotary
Club exhibited a belief in the
importance of creating safe,
functional spaces that
nurture connections and
enhance the quality of life
for all.

The event illuminated the
potential for positive
change when individuals
and organizations unite for
a common purpose. As the
facility prepares to open its
doors once again, it carries
with it a renewed sense of
purpose, connectivity, and
possibility for the residents
of Barangay Taft and all
who traverse through the
Nueva basin.

Against the backdrop of resilience rising 



The "Gift of Life" project, an initiative undertaken by Rotary Club of
Central Surigao, and the Rotary Club of Cebu, it has proven to be a
beacon of hope and a life-changing, and hope creating endeavor for
countless children around the world. This transformative project
revolves around the noble goal of sponsoring critical heart surgeries
for children in need, transcending borders and barriers to bring the
precious gift of a healthy heart to those who might otherwise be
denied the chance to live a full and vibrant life.

A Symbol of Hope and Transformation

The "Gift of Life" project encapsulates Rotary's unwavering
commitment to service and compassion. Recognizing the urgent
need to address congenital heart defects, which affect millions of
children globally, Rotary has harnessed its collective strength and
resources to make a difference. By providing funding for life-saving
surgeries, the project not only alleviates the physical burden of
heart ailments but also offers a lifeline of hope to families facing
unimaginable challenges

The impact of the "Gift of Life" project extends far beyond the
operating table. The children who receive these surgeries are not
only given a second chance at life but are also offered the
opportunity to pursue their dreams, contribute to their
communities, and shape a brighter future. Through this project, 

Rotary has demonstrated that the act of mending a fragile heart has a ripple effect that reverberates
through families, schools, and neighborhoods, inspiring a renewed sense of optimism and resilience.

Furthermore, the "Gift of Life" project showcases Rotary's
remarkable ability to forge partnerships and
collaborations that amplify its impact. By partnering with
medical professionals, hospitals, and organizations
dedicated to pediatric healthcare, Rotary has created a
network of expertise that ensures each surgery is executed
with the utmost precision and care. This collaborative
spirit underscores Rotary's belief in the power of unity and
its capacity to transcend boundaries for the greater good.

As an ebb to the project's success,
heartwarming stories of transformation
abound. Children who once faced uncertain
futures now embody the spirit of vitality and
hope. Families burdened by the weight of
medical bills are granted relief and solace.
Entire communities are empowered to
envision a world where access to healthcare is
not a privilege but a fundamental right

The "Gift of Life" project is a testament to Rotary's ability to effect positive change in the lives of children
and families. By sponsoring heart surgeries for those who would otherwise be unable to afford them, Rotary
is not only saving lives but also sowing the seeds of hope, resilience, and transformation. The project
exemplifies Rotary's commitment to service, collaboration, and making a lasting impact on the global
community.



The City of SurigaoThe City of Surigao
Through the YearsThrough the Years
Nestled along the eastern coast of the
Philippines, the city of Surigao stands as a hub
to the enduring impact of Rotary Clubs on local
communities. With its captivating coastal
beauty, vibrant culture, and burgeoning
industries, Surigao has been enriched by the
steadfast presence and influence of Rotary
Clubs. These clubs have become integral pillars
of support, working diligently to uplift the city
and its residents through a myriad of
transformative initiatives.

Surigao's Rotary Clubs have woven an ebb of positive change
through their dedication to various community projects. From
educational programs that equip the youth with vital skills and
knowledge to healthcare campaigns that provide access to
medical services for underserved populations, Rotary's impact
reverberates through every facet of Surigao's society. The
clubs have fostered a culture of service that empowers
citizens to join hands, creating a ripple effect of compassion
and assistance that extends far beyond club meetings.

Environmental stewardship has been a focal point of Rotary's
influence in Surigao. Recognizing the city's ecological
significance and its vulnerability to natural disasters, Rotary
Clubs have spearheaded tree-planting drives, coastal
cleanups, and disaster preparedness campaigns. By engaging
the community in these activities, Rotary has nurtured a sense
of ownership and responsibility for the city's natural
resources, ensuring that Surigao remains resilient in the face
of challenges.e fostered a culture of service that empowers
citizens to join hands, creating a ripple effect of compassion
and assistance that extends far beyond club meetings.

Furthermore, Rotary's commitment to youth empowerment
has catalyzed the emergence of future leaders within Surigao.
Through mentorship programs, leadership workshops, and
scholarship opportunities, Rotary Clubs have nurtured a
generation of young individuals who are primed to drive
positive change within their city and beyond. The clubs' impact
on education and personal development has created a legacy
that will continue to shape Surigao's trajectory for years to
come.

In a world where interconnectedness is
paramount, Surigao's Rotary Clubs have
fostered international goodwill and
collaboration. Through Rotary's global
network, Surigao has forged partnerships
with clubs in other regions, leveraging
shared resources and expertise to
magnify their impact. These cross-border
collaborations have enriched Surigao's
cultural exchange, while also providing
avenues for innovative solutions to local
challenges.

Surigao stands as a living symbol to the
esteemed influence of Rotary Clubs. As
the city continues to evolve and embrace
the future, Rotary's unwavering
dedication to service, community, and
empowerment serves as a guiding light,
illuminating a path toward a brighter and
more prosperous Surigao for generations
to come.


